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to the truth of history. If I were capable of failing in
either respect, I should despise myself as much, if possi-
ble, as I do the resentment of General Gourgaud. The
historian's task of exculpation is of course ended when
he has published authorities of apparent authenticity.
If General Gourgaud shall undertake to prove that the
subjoined documents are false and forged, in whole or in
part, the burden of the proof will lie with himself; and
something better than the assertion of the party inter-
ested will be necessary to overcome the testimony of Mr.
Goulburn and the other evidence.

There is indeed another course. General Gourgaud
may represent the whole of his communications as a trick
played off upon the English Ministers, in order to induce
them to grant his personal liberty. But I cannot imitate
the General's disregard of common civility, so far as to
suppose him capable of a total departure from veracity,
when giving evidence upon his word of honor. In repre-
senting the ex-Emperor's health as good, his finances as
ample, his means of escape as easy and frequent, while
he knew his condition to be the reverse in every particu-
lar, General Gourgaud must have been sensible that the
deceptive views thus impressed on the British Ministers
must have had the natural effect of adding to the rigors
of his patron's confinement. Napoleon, it must be recol-
lected, would receive the visits of no English physician
in whom Sir Hudson Lowe seemed to repose confidence,
and he shunned, as much as possible, all intercourse with
the British. Whom, therefore, were Sir Hudson Lowe
and the British Ministers to believe concerning the real
state of his health and circumstances, if they were to
refuse credit to his own aide-de-camp, an officer of dis-
tinction, whom no one could suppose guilty of slandering
his master for the purpose of obtaining a straight passage
to England for himself, instead of being subjected to the
inconvenience of going round by the Cape of Good Hope ?
And again, when General Gourgaud, having arrived in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